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CONTENTS: CONCEPTION: AN ICON OF
THE BEGINNING

“The Creation of the Cosmos”: a Poem by
Grace Marie Urlakis and Biography

General Foreword and Biography:

Dr. Marv Anne Urlakis

Introduction: “Nothing Comes from nothing”
(Parmenides)

Icon
Image and Likeness
An Irrevocable, Covenantal Call to the Moral Life
Conclusion: ‘[A] living icon of the imago Dei’

“In the Beginning”: a Poem by Grace Marie Urlakis

“Flame of Life” and Artist’s Statement by Marco Riccardo
Intra Sidola

A Prologue in Five Parts

Part I: Exploring Expressions of the Beginning of Personhood
The Seed
We are a Present
A Philosophical Psalm 139

Part II: When does the Life of a Human Being Begin?
Where the Body Lives, there the Soul is, and where
both are is the Human Person
God Creates “As a Whole”

A Point of Departure in the Reality of our Beginning




The Prior-to-Thought Reality of what actually Exists

Part [T1I: A Comment on the Work as a Whole
Exploring the Conceptualization of the Beginning of
Human Personhood

Part IV: The Hippocratic Oath of Kos (400 BC)
A Work Old and New
Hippocratic Oath of Kos (400 BC)

Part V: A General Introduction to Each Chapter

Chapter 1: On the Use of the Imagination

Chapter 2: Scriptural Insights into the Origin of Human
Being

Chapter 3: What does the Church Teach “Today” about
the “Moment” of our Beginning

Chapter 4: Philosophical and Theological Dialogue

Chapter 5: The Being of the Blessed Trinity “Founds”
Human Being (I); the Biological Status of the Human
Embryo (II); and The Gift and Rights of being
Conceived-in-Relationship: We are an Icon of the
Beginning (III)

Foreword to Chapter One and Biography:
Er. Joseph Tham, L.C
Biography
Foreword to Chapter 1: On “alternative imaginations”
“Only a god can save us”
The ‘beautiful icons of creation’
Appealing to the ‘power of imagery’

“Birthright” and Artist’s Statement by Eric Carson

Chapter One: Imagination
Imagination




Chapter One: Part I of III: Sections: li-Iiii: On the Use of the
Imagination
Imagine
Chapter One: Part [i: Imagining Origins
The Question of Origin
Each of us Begins
Scripture?
Chapter One: Part lii: Imagining Futures
Imagining the Future
Starting with Personal Experience
Alternatively: At the “End” and the “Beginning of Life
What is the Difference between an Artificial and a
Human Intelligence?
Chapter One: Part Iiii: What is the Imagination?
What is the Imagination?

Chapter One: Part II of II1: Sections Ilii-Iliv: Questioning Our
Existence
Questioning our Existence
Different ways of Questioning our Existence
Chapter One: Part Ilii: Who Am [?
Are we in a Dream? We can “Investigate” our own
Existence
Chapter One: Part Iliii: Am [ a Robot?
You or I could be a Robot. Are we a part of the
Script or a Script Writer?
Chapter One: Part Iliv: Am [ a Martian?
How do I Know that I am a Human Being and not a
Being from Mars?

Chapter One: Part III of III: Sections IIli-IIIvii: A New
Beginning: Imagining “Body” and “Soul”
A Reasonable Use of the Imagination
Chapter One: Part IIIi: “Making” Visible the Invisible




Chapter One: Part I11ii: Remember the “Moment” of Putting
Pen to Paper
An Event Expressed in Material, Time, Space and
Meaning
The Analogy or Likeness between Writing and
Conception
Chapter One: Part I11iii: Light: Fuelled Radiating Energy
The Comparison of Lighting a Candle and
Conception
In the Shadow of a Light
Chapter One: Part IITiv: Architecture and Soil
Architecture: from House to Home
From Seed-Bulb to Plant
Chapter One: Part [IIv: Comparing one Act of God with
another
The Incarnation
Chapter One: Part I1Ivi: Word and Meaning: One
“Needs” the Other?
Chapter One: Part IlIvii: The Need for a New Explanation
of Conception: the Wholeness of Being one in “Body”
and “Soul”
A New Explanation Does not Mean the Whole
Language is New
Ideas Old and New
A Limitation in these Ideas
Towards a New way of Understanding the Unity of
the Person

Foreword to Chapter Two and Biography:

Ronda Chervin, PhD
Biography
Foreword to Chapter 2: Pondering how Philosophical
Concepts concerning the Human Person can be
related to the Truth of Revelation
From Uncertainty to the Facts about Human




Conception

Is Being a Woman or a Man an Essential part of the
Person?

God’s Personal Creative Love for each of us

The Cat and I

“Tatar Couple” and Artist’s Statement by Bela Fishbeyn

Chapter Two: Scripture and the Beginning of Human
Being
Scriptural Insights into the Origin of Human Being
Both Circling and Coming to the Central Texts

Chapter Two: Part I of XII: Drawing on General Principles of
Scriptural Interpretation
A Note on Language: a more General Comment on
Meaning and the Socio-Cultural Context of Words

Chapter Two: Part II of XII: The ‘Word became flesh’
(Jn1:14)

Chapter Two: Part III of XII: Scripture Says: ‘In the
beginning’ (Gn 1: 1): Philosophy and Theology in
Dialogue
A Brief Philosophical Look at the Question of a
Beginning
A Brief Theological Look at the Question of our
Beginning

Chapter Three: Part [V of XII: In the Beginning, God Created
(Gnl:1)
Drawing further on the Opening Chapters of Genesis
for the Relationship of Creator to creature

Thus one is Brought to Consider the Mystery of the



Holy Spirit
The Creation of Man, Male and Female
The Origin of Man in the Context of Original Sin

Chapter Two: Part V of XII: The Woman’s Perception of
Conception

Chapter Two: Part VI of XII: In the Light of the Woman’s
Perception of Conception, let us Return to The First
Book of Moses, but also Jacob, Rachel and Job
Job Expresses Remarkably “Prescient” Imagery or
Accounts of the Nascent Human Reality

Chapter Two: Part VII of XII: The Significance of Blood

Chapter Two: Part VIII of XII: Where is the Creation of the
Soul in all this?
The Soul is, as it were, Hidden
The Emphasis of the Biblical Author is on the Totality
of “Life” and “Death”

Chapter Two: Part IX of XII: The Opening Chapters of
Genesis are an Expression of an Integral Gift of Life

Revisiting the Act of Creation: Time as an “Instant” and
as a “Duration” of Development

A Second Difficulty: An Account of Making Man which
is Instantaneous and an Account which “Takes” Time

The Help of Aristotle in Understanding the Implicit
“Witness” to the Human Soul

Applying the Philosopher’s Terminology to the Sacred
Author’s Imaginative Understanding of the Beginning

of Human Life

A Relevant Discussion on ‘Formless Matter’
(Wis 11: 17)

Drawing on this Meditation on Genesis




Chapter Two: Part X of XII: ‘Your eyes beheld my unformed
substance’ (Ps 139: 16)

General observations on Psalm 139
This Psalm and the Personal Act of Creation
Particular Observations on Psalm 139
Psalm 139 Echoes Genesis 1 and 2
The Third Stanza

Other Texts on the Beginning of Life Leading to the
Ultimate Question about the Conception of Christ

Combining Traditions: On Conception and Fertile
Barrenness

Chapter  Two: Part XI of XII: A Patristic Consensus
Concerning the Conception of Christ

Chapter Two: Part XII of XII: A Critically Rounded Account
of the Conceptions of Christ, Mary and Each of Us
Jesus and the Fathers
Mary and the Fathers
Each of Us and the Fathers

Foreword to Chapter Three and Biography:
Fr. Michael Baggot, LC
Biography
Foreword to Chapter 3: What does the Church Say
“Today” about the Moment of our Beginning?
The Need for an Adequate Anthropology
Parents Enter into a Unique Participation in the
Creative power and Providential Care of the Lord
of all History
The Church’s Inexhaustibly Rich Patrimony of
Teaching on God’s Plan for Marriage and the
Family

“Matrix” and Artist’s Statement by Alison Batley, USA




Chapter Three: What Does the Church Teach “Today”
about the Moment of our Beginning?
“Today”
Understanding “Today” in the Modern History of the
Church
A Development of Doctrine: An Ongoing Work?
Gaudium et Spes, 1965
Humanae Vitae, 1968
Let Me Live: the Declaration by the Sacred
Congregation of the Faith on Procured Abortion,
1974
Familiaris Consortio, 1981
Making Explicit the Philosophical Implications of a
Theological Reality
Donum Vitae, 1987
Address at the “University of Uppsala”, 9" June,
1989
In the Service of Life: The Pontifical Council for the
Family, 1991
Veritatis Splendor, 1993
Conversely, St. John Paul II Leaves out nothing
Acceptable to Reason and Includes Everything
Acceptable to Christ and His Church
What are the Implications of how these Issues are
Treated in Veritatis Splendor for a Theological
Understanding of the Nature of Human
Conception?
A Letter to Families, 1994
Extracts from ‘The Genealogy of the Person’
An “Incarnational” Understanding Discloses the
Secret that Fulfilment is Found in “Being-in-
Relationship”
Evangelium Vitae, 1995
Dignitatis Personae, 2008




Foreword to Chapter Four and Biography:
Sr. Helena Burns, fsp
Biography
Foreword: Human Conception in the Context of our
Culture
Human beginnings: A Response of Reverence,
Wonder and Joy
Science Updates the Church’s Teaching on the
Sacredness of Human Life
Modern Science and Good Philosophy Contradict the
Delayed “Personhood Theory”
Not a Potential Person but a Person with Potential

Chapter Four: How Does Philosophy help us to Understand
the “Moment” of Human Beginning?
Philosophical and Theological dialogue
Being and Beginning

Chapter Four: Part [ of V: A Definition of Being
Being
Proceeding to a Definition of Being: Unity-in-Diversity
A Point of Departure in the Being of Christ
A Point of Departure in the Being of the Blessed Trinity
What are the Conceptual Requirements that an Image of
Human Being, which is in the Image of the Divine
Being, must Fulfil?
A Template of Human Being
An Imaginative Synthesis: ‘the burning coal’ (Is 6: 6)
The Expression of the Relationship between “Grace” and
“Human Nature” and “Soul” and “Body” in
Philosophical terms
The Soul as “Life” and the “Activity” of the Soul
How widely can the Principle of Unity-in-Diversity be
Applied?
Three Conclusions on the Nature of Being




The First Implication: the Beginning of Creation

The Second Implication: Human Being

The Third Implication: Answering the Philosophical
Problems of Uniformity or Irreconcilable Diversity

Chapter Four: Part II of V: Defining what Exists
Questions have Answers
A Working Definition of Terms
God
Person
Definitions and use of the term Person
Person and Action
Christ and Human Action
Action Manifests Being
The Body is Male or Female
The Act of Creation is a Personal Act
The Transmission of Life at the Origin of Bodily
Expressed Personhood
A Personal Being: Human Being-in-Relation
Matter
Signate, Concrete or Actual “Matter”
‘First Matter’ and ‘Formless Matter’
Genesis: ‘First Matter’ or ‘Formless Matter’
Continuity and Discontinuity in the Order of Being
What kind of Act is an Act of Creation?
Discontinuity as a Principle of Design

How to Understand the Integration of these “Elements”

in the Totality of the Whole Person
The Human Body: Seven Characteristics
Parts of a Whole
A Hierarchical or a Chronological Order?
The Essence of what Exists



Chapter Four: Part III of V: Form:; Matter; Cause; Unity; and
Personhood
There are Three Sections to Part I1I, “Exploring Ideas of
‘Form’” (I11i); “Metaphysics ... the Underlying
Principles of what Exists” (Illii); and “A Preliminary
Discussion of the Personalization of Matter”.
Chapter Four: Part I1li: Exploring Ideas of ‘Form’
Ideas as Embodied Form
‘Form’ as a Universal and ‘Form’ as a Particular
The Cause and Type of Human Form
The Cause of Human Personhood
Soul, Particularly the Human Soul
The Particularity of the Soul: Especially the Human Soul
The Principal Activities of the Soul
Like and unlike Life
Chapter Four: Part I1lii: Metaphysics ... the Underlying
Principles of what Exists
Metaphysics
Revisiting ‘First Matter’ and ‘Form’
Returning to “First Matter” and the Integral Nature of
Human Existence
Accidental and Substantial Being: What Exists and the
Changes it Undergoes
One or Three Types of ‘Form’ in Human Being?
The Progress of a “Relationship”
Are ‘Forms’ Intelligent?
Activity and “Intelligent” or Goal Directed Activity
Levels of Activity and the Coherence of the Whole
What if ‘First Matter’ is a Metaphysical Possibility
because of Aristotle’s Conception of Matter Being
Eternal? Or a Succession of ‘forms’ which Require
there to be a State of Matter which Makes this
Possibility Possible?




Chapter Four: Part IIliii: A Preliminary Discussion of
the Personalization of Matter
The Personalization of Matter
Animation and the “Levels of Matter”
The Human Soul is the Life of the Body
The “Personalization” of Matter
The Relation of the Human Soul to Biologically
Human Matter
A Working Definition of Human Being
One or Many ‘Substanial Forms’ to the Human
Being?
Passive Receptivity or Reciprocal Co-Constituents of
Human Being?
The Reciprocal Insights of “Life” and “Death”
Conception or Eduction?

Chapter Four: Part [V of V: An Analogy
The Whole Person
An Analogy: the Washing Machine
A Goal-Governed Process
The Idea as “Germ” of the Goal
The “Design-Form” and the “Concrete” Object: a
Constant Relationship in an Ongoing Process of
Change
The “Termini” of the Process of Change
Time and Change
The Agent-Builder and the Limitations of the Analogy
A number of weaknesses in this Analogy
Two Implications: the Relation of the Design-Form to the
Material Object and the Whole Cannot but Exist in
Relation to its Maker

Chapter Four: Part V of V: Facts, Difficulties and a Way
Forward
Facts and Difficulties




Twins: a New Beginning
The Truth of a Principle and the Remaining Questions
The Possible Death of a First Child
The Possibility of Twins Being “Recombined”
Conjoined Twins imply a Real “Moment of Beginning”
How are we to Understand what Constitutes the Necessary
and Sufficient Basis of the Living Body?
A Way Forward: the Possibility of “Common” Knowledge

“Baby is the Best Healing Gift” and Artist’s Statement by
Isao Kurihara

Foreword to Chapter Five and Biography:
Kathleen Sweeney
Biography
Foreword: “The Trinitarian Structure of the World’s
Reality”
A Child is the Outward Expression of Spousal Love
We draw upon Reason and Revelation
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name,
welcomes me”
Christ chose to come into the World as a Human
Embryo

“Take My Soul” and Artist’s Statement by
Andrea Colella, Italy

Chapter Five: Finding a Place to Begin: The “Being” of the
Blessed Trinity “Founds” Human Being
Just as the Existence of God is “Before”, so the Truth
about God is “Prior” to the Truth about Creation

Chapter Five: Part I: The “Being” of the Blessed Trinity
“Founds” Human Being
Naming is a Dialogue




God is the “Archetypal Form” of Being

The First Principle of Being is therefore ‘Unity-in-
Diversity”

A Definition of an ‘Integral Vision’ of Man
Man is made in the Image of God
The Beginning of an Integral Vision of Man

Chapter Five: Part II: General Introduction: From Relationshp
to Relationship by Francis Etheredge

The “Book” Position of this paper by Justo Aznar and
Julio Tudela

Where there is a Human Being there is a Human
Being-in-Relationship

Establishing our Common Humanity establishes the
Reality of an Ethical Relationship between us

Biographies of Professors Justo Aznar and Julio Tudela

Chapter Five: Part II: The Biological Status of the early
Human Embryo: When does Human Life Begin?
A Paper by Professors Justo Aznar and Julio Tudela
Introduction
Four different Positions on the early Human Embryo’s
Biological Nature
Is the early Embryo a living Being of our Species?
1. The Genetic Identity of the Human Embryo
2. Is the early Human Embryo an Organized and
living Human Being?
A brief Review of these Biological Processes
The early Embryo has its own Cell Lineage,
Timing, and Architecture from the
Beginning
3. The Nature of the Human Embryo obtained by
Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer (Cloning) or
Parthenogenesis




4. Arguments against the Position that the Zygote
is a Human Individual
5. Final Considerations

Chapter Five: Part I1I: The Gift and Rights of Being Conceived-
in-Relationship: We are an Icon of the Beginning
The help of Faith and Reason
The Gift and Rights of being Conceived
Beginning an unfolding of Human Personhood (I-V)
What is Conception? (I)
Conception in the Teaching of the Church (II)
Conception in the Mysteries of Mary and Jesus
and each of us (III)
The Fact of Human Conception (I11i)
The Reciprocal Relationship between Natural and
Revealed Truth (IIlii)
The Morality of Embryonic Transfer (IV)
Natural Arguments for Embryonic Transfer and
Adoption (IVi)
The Supernatural Arguments for Embryonic
Adoption (IVii)
The Adoption of the Embryonic Human Child (V)

The Reality of two Children: Spencer and Caroline

Five Conclusions

First Conclusion: The Virtue of Simplicity

Second Conclusion: A Summary of the Arguments for
the Existence of the Soul from Conception

Third Conclusion: A Summary of the Arguments
against the Theory of Evolutionary Development
from one kind of Being




Fourth Conclusion: The Social Advance of Truth
Concerning Conception

Fifth Conclusion in Two Parts:

Part I: Faith in God: Convergence from Different
Philosophical and Religious Traditions

Part II: A Warning from Mother Teresa: Abortion leads
to Nuclear War

“Death of Birthright” and Artist’s Statement by
Natacha Horn

“Blessings”

“Afar Women of Ethiopia” and Artist’s Statement
by Jerry Galea (Australia)

Epilogue

“An End Word: A New Beginning” and Biography by
Elizabeth Bothamley Rex, PhD
Biography
Introduction
A Look “Back”: A History of Human Fertilization and
Conception from 1818 to the Present
A Look “In the Book”: Five Points from Chapter Five
A Look “Forward’: Starting from the ‘aweinspiring and
“transformative” first moment of human conception’
Conclusion: A Bold New Beginning
The Light of Life




